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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Spiny Dogfish Industry 
 
FROM: Jack Travelstead,  

Deputy Commissioner / Chief, Fisheries Management 
 
SUBJECT: Virginia Commercial Spiny Dogfish Fishery Closure 
 
Effective 6:00 P.M. Eastern Standard Time (EST), Wednesday, December 7, 2011, the Virginia 
commercial spiny dogfish fishery will close.  Based on landing reports from Virginia seafood 
buyers, it is projected that permitted commercial harvesters will have landed 100% of the 
2,148,224 pound state quota by the above date and time.   

As provided by Regulation 4 VAC 20-490-42, after the quota has been landed, it shall be 
unlawful for any person to harvest or to land in Virginia any spiny dogfish for commercial 
purposes (subsection D) and it shall be unlawful for any buyer of seafood to receive any spiny 
dogfish (subsection F), through April 30, 2012 (subsection A) 
Therefore, after 6:00 P.M., EST, December 7, 2011, it shall be unlawful for any person 
harvesting spiny dogfish for commercial purposes to possess or land spiny dogfish in Virginia 
until May 1, 2012.   
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