
VGFTP data have been used for 

updating fishery management 

plans by state, regional and fed-

eral management groups: 

 

VMRC-Virginia Marine Resources 

Commission: Used VGFTP data to 

describe habitat use and seasonal 

migratory patterns of red drum 

 

ASMFC-Atlantic States Marine Fisher-

ies Commission: VGFTP data were 

used for evaluating tautog harvest 

rates. 

 

SEDAR-Southeast Data Assess-

ment and Review:  Examined 

VGFTP cobia data for patterns in 

long-range movements. 

 

ASMFC Interstate Tagging Com-

mittee: certified the VGFTP in 

2013.  The VGFTP is one of only 5 

programs to earn this recognition. 
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V G F T P  D A T A   

f o r  M a n a g e m e n t  

Since 1995, the Virginia Game Fish Tagging Program 

(VGFTP) has tagged recreationally important finfish with the 

help of volunteer anglers.  A cooperative effort between the 

Marine Advisory Program at the Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science (VIMS) and Saltwater Tournament at the Virginia 

Marine Resources Commission (VMRC), the program’s  

funding is from state saltwater license funds and VIMS.   

Susanna Musick, Virginia Institute of Marine Science, P.O. Box 1346, Gloucester Point, VA  23062   Tel  804.684.7166  

www.vims.edu/vgftp/ 

The program’s goals are:  

 

1. to train and maintain a group of experienced 

anglers in effective tagging and catch and  

release techniques and  

2. use angler-collected data to learn more about 

life history patterns of selected recreationally 

important marine fish.   

 

The VGFTP provides important information to the angling 

community about the value of Virginia’s marine recreational 

fisheries, including the benefits of effective catch and  

release fishing. 

Celebrates 22 Years of Tagging! 

T H E  T A G G I N G  P R O G R A M  S U C C E E D S  B E C A U S E  

O F  A N G L E R S .  

As of February 2017, >280,000 fish have 

been tagged with a recapture rate of 11%.  

These data provided movement and site-

fidelity patterns of fish captured and re-

leased in the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic 

coastal waters.   

 VGFTP recaptures have been reported 

from RI to FL 

 More than 300 taggers trained since 

1995 

 >900 locations have been registered as 

tagging or recapture sites 

 The VGFTP has been recognized for 

improving communication between fish-

eries scientists, managers and anglers. 

 

In 2016, VGFTP anglers tagged more than 

15,890 fishes and had 1,652 recaptures.   

Cobia, sheepshead, speckled trout and tau-

tog all had an increase in tagging.  The top 

tagged species in 2016 was speckled trout, 

making up 53% of tagging effort.  Speckled 

trout have led tagging effort for the past six 

years (except 2012, when red drum ruled).  

Although tagging effort was dominated by 

juveniles, the fact that speckled trout was 

the top tagged species was positive after 

winter cold stuns at the beginning of the 

year.  The VGFTP continues to provide valua-

ble data describing fish habitat use & move-

ment patterns for key recreational species. 

 



 

V G F T P  R E C A P T U R E S  &  T A G S ,  1 9 9 5 - 2 0 1 7  

REPORT A TAGGED FISH: 
 

www.vasaltwaterjournal.com/report_tagged_fish.php WE TAG:  

black drum, black sea bass, cobia, gray triggerfish, red drum, spadefish, sheepshead, speckled trout, summer flounder & tautog. 

 283,025:   More than 280,000 tags and 31,000 recaptures have been reported for the 

program since 1995 (an ~11 percent recapture rate)!  

 

 10:   The VGFTP targets ten species: black drum, black sea bass, cobia, summer  

flounder, red drum, sheepshead, spadefish, speckled trout, tautog and grey trigger-

fish.  

 

 3,411:   This is the longest “days at large” for a VGFTP tagged fish. A tautog that was 

originally tagged on November 6, 2006, at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel was re-

captured on March 9, 2013, at the Santore Wreck. 

 

 337:   a flounder originally tagged at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel  

on November 18, 2007 was recaptured off Rhode Island on January 10,  

2008, traveling an estimated 337 nautical miles in 53 days!  

 

 2779:    This is the tag number for a cobia that was tagged in VA and  

recaptured in the Gulf of Mexico. It was originally tagged in the York  

Spit on August 22, 2000 and was recaptured (and harvested) off  

Mississippi in the Gulf of Mexico on May 20, 2004  

 

 18,457:   This is the highest ever annual tagging effort 

 for a single species in the VGFTP. In 2012,  

more than 18,000 red drum were tagged,  

making it the top-tagged species for the  

VGFTP that year.  

 

 350:    More than 300 taggers have  

participated in the program. 

TWENTY+ YEARS OF TAGGING BY THE NUMBERS: 

Recaptures are the first, smaller number.  Tags are the second, larger number.   

This table includes multiple recaptures of the same fish.  Data from February 2017  


